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MOSTI sasar komersial 60 produk inovasi,

SHAH ALAM 23 Jan. - Kementerian
Sains, Teknologi dan Inovasi (MOS-
TI) menyasarkan sekurang-kurang-
nya 60 produk inovasi dan ber-
teknologi tinggi untuk dikomersial-
kan pada tahun ini.

Menterinya, Datuk Dr. Ewon
Obin berkata, pihaknya percaya sa-
saran tersebut mampu dicapai de-
ngan penyertaan 21 agensi di bawah

berteknologi tinggi

kementerian itu termasuk syarikat
yang mengikuti program MOSTI.
«“MOSTI turut menyasarkan kadar
pengkomersialan sebanyak 10 se-
hingga 15 peratus pada tahun ini ber-
banding lapan peratus, tahun lepas.
“Selain itu, MOSTI juga mem-
peruntukkan sebanyak RM342 juta

untuk Dana Pembanﬂ.man_ dan
Pengkomersialan Penyelidikan (CR-

. DF),” katanya dalam sidang akhbar

selepas melancarkan Tahun Pebné:
komersialan MOSTI (MCY) 2014 ber-
temakan STI Menjana Kekayaan, di
sini hari ini.
Yang turut hadir, timbalannya, Da-
tuk Dr. Abu Bakar Mohamad Diah;
i SIRIM Berhad, Datuk Ja-
had, Dr. Zainal Abidin Mohd. Yusof.

_Ewon memberitahu, bagi me-
ningkatkan aktiviti pengkomer-
sialan, MOSTI melancarkan sembi-
lan inisiatif meliputi tiga komponen
utama iaitu platform teknologi

omersialan, perkhidmatan
umat dan promosi.
lah“Sembilan li:'x_lisiatif tersebut ada-
rogram bina upaya, program
pemgangunan produk, kemudahan

akses kepada pasaran, kemudahan
kepada infrastruktur, portal mak-
lumat produk penyelidikan dan
pembangunan (R&D), direktori pro-
duk R&D serta galeri R&D. .
“Bagi mempromosi MCY 2014,
plat kereta khas akan dikeluarkan
serta dilengkapi dengan teknologi
sistem pengesanan lokasi (GPS) bagi
membantu meningkatkan aspek ke-

selamatan dan teknologi ini turut
menggunakan bahan pembiasan ca-
haya,” katanya. '

Sehingga November 2013, kera-
jaan memperuntukkan lebih RM4.8
bilion bagi membiayai dana R&D
yang telah berjaya menjana pen-
dapatan sebanyak RMS5.12 bilion
melalui 8,358 projek penyelidikan
yang diluluskan.
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“Pelaksamanmmbm’pendaﬂaranun
sudah dirancang uﬁkkptembertahun
lalu dan kini hanya menunggu
kelulusan Perdmhenten, Datuk Seri

Hadir sama,Timba]an MOSTI, Datuk
Abu Bakar Mohamad Diah; Timbalan Ke-
tua Setiausaha (Dasar), Datuk Dr Mohd
AzharYahayadanengenm#RIMDu;-
had, Datuk Jamaliah Kamis.
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Plat khas
dilengkapi GP

R

Oleh Na'imah Mohamed
naimah@mediaprima.commy
Shah Alam

engguna kenderaan
bermotor di negara
ini berpeluang me-
nikmati kemudahan tekno-
logi terbaru dalam konteks
keselamatan selepas Ke-
menterian Sains,

pendaftaran itu berada.
“Segalanya sudah lengkap
dan pembentangan juga su-
dah dilakukan di hadapan
Perdana Menteri Datuk Seri
Najib Razak dan Kini hanya
menunggu kelulusan. Seki-
ranya diluluskan, sebanyak
370 tender nombor pendaf-
taran bermula IMCY akan
dibuka dalam masa

Teknologi dan Ino- terdekat.

vatif  (MOSTI) FAK “Bagi vang ber-
memperkenal- T et = minat untuk
kan  nombor nm:l;’of' mendapatkan
pendaftaran . pendaftaran “Ombf’r pendaf-
khas yang di- bermula TMCY taran ini, boleh-
lengkapi tekno- akan dibuka lah melalui pro-
logi Sistem Pe- sedur biasa yang

ngesanan  Lokasi
(GPS) yang bakal di-
lancarkan dalam masa
terdekat ini.
Menterinya Datuk Dr
Ewon Ebin berkata, nombor
pendaftaran itu dicipta bagi
membantu  meningkatkan
aspek keselamatan kende-
raan iaitu ia mampu me-
ngesan lokasi Kkenderaan
yang menggunakan nombor

telah ditetapkan Ja-
batan Pengangkutan
Jalan (JP]) sepertimana
untuk mendapatkan nom-
bor tender yang lain,” ka-
tanya ketika sidang media di
sini, semalam.

Katanya ketika melancar-
kan Tahun Pengkomersilan
MOSTI (MCY2014) di sini,
semalam, MOSTI menetap-
kan tiga objektif pada tahun

B Teknologi baru kesan lokasi kenderaan

ini iaitu mengkomersilkan
sekurang-kurangnya 60
produk Penyelidikan dan
Pembangunan (R&D), me-
nvediakan platform pengko-
mersilan teknologi (TCP)
yang komprehensif dan me-
ningkatkan kemampuan
serta keupayaan usahawan
tekno melalui program ber-
teraskan akademik, tekno-
logi, teknikal, generik dan
keusahawanan.

“Bagi memastikan objektif |
berkenaan dapat dicapai,
MOSTT telah merangka sem-
bilan inisiatif yang akan di-
laksanakan sepanjang 2014
yvang terdiri daripada prog-.
ram bina upaya, program
pembangunan produk, fasi-
litasi akses kepada pasaran
dan fasilitasi akses kepada
infrastruktur yang tertumpu
kepada penyediaan platform
teknologi pengkomersilan
bertujuan menganjak pro-
duk dari peringkat
pra-pengkomersilan ke pa-
saran dengan lebih pantas
dan cekap,” katanya.
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Mosti to push for commercialisation in 2014

SHAH ALAM (Jan 23): This year, it is all about commercialisation for the Ministry of Science,
Technology and Innovation (Mosti).

Launching the Mosti Commercialisation Year (MCY) 2014 today, its minister Datuk Dr Ewon Ebin
announced nine fresh initiatives that will act as a framework to boost commercialisation activities.

He said MCY targets at increasing the country’s commercialisation activities, covering three main
components, namely technology commercialisation platform (TCP),information services and promotion.

With such focus, he said, it could help boost Malaysia's current commercialisation rate of 8%.

“We are expecting 60 products yearly, minimum. (And) We are expecting the commercialisation rate to go
between 10% to 15% per year," he added.

During the period of the Ninth and Tenth Malaysia Plans, the government has allocated around RM4.8 for
research and development.

Of this, some 8,000 research projects were approved and they had successfully generated around RM5.12
billion.

Deputy Minister Datuk Dr Abu Bakar Mohamad Diah explained that the target was reasonable for Malaysia
and the ministry expects such products to come out from their flagship sectors such as healthcare,
biotechnology, food and energy.

“In a developed nation, the commercialisation rate is usually almost 10%. So, we expect from this
commercialisation year, if we could increase from 10% to 15%, it is good. It cannot be at a bigger margin
it's illogical,” he said.

Hoping to kick-start promotional activities for this year's MCY, the ministry is planning an effort on
promotional car plate numbers of ‘1MCY’ which will be using GPS and reflective decals.



At the event today, three companies — Promise Earth (M) Sdn Bhd, Waltex Biotech Laboratories Sdn Bhd
and Green World Genetics (GWG) Sdn Bhd - received the Biotechnology Commercialisation Fund (BCF)
worth RM3 million each.

GWG produces high quality tropical seeds, Promise Earth produces compost made out of food waste while
Waltex Biotech Laboratories produce high quality orchids using tissue culture.

Currently, all three companies had managed to market their product locally while GWG managed to break
into the international market.

All three recipients hold BioNexus status given by BiotechCorp, an agency within the purview of Mosti that
acts as the ‘chief driver’ to develop companies undertaking biotechnology activities in the country.

Meanwhile, BioNexus Development Division manager Mohd Azad Mohd Azzam said difficulty in accessing
funds is one of the main problems faced by the 229 BioNexus status companies under its wing.

He said although the agency has its own commercialisation fund, it will assist those companies in obtaining
funding through other channels, such as the BCF awarded this moming.

Congratulating the recipients, he assured that the agency will continue to support and develop biotech
endeavours in the country.

“We will definitely help all our companies, we don't pick and choose,” he added.

For more stories go to www.fz.com, the website for freedom of expression and faimess in articulation
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Mosti To Issue Special Number Plates To Promote
Commecialisation Year

SHAH ALAM, Jan 23 (Bernama) -- The Ministry of Science, Technology and
Innovation (MOSTI) will issue special motor vehicle number plates to promote Mosti
Commercialisation Year (MCY) 2014.

Its minister, Datuk Dr Ewon Ebin, said a total of 370 units of the special number
plates would be issued once the Cabinet's approval was obtained.

"The numbers on each special plate will be preceded by "IMCY". It also uses a global
positioning system and light refractor material. However, Mosti is still waiting for
approval from the Cabinet to issue this special plate.

"Once approved, vehicle owners can start buying the special number plates at the Road
Transport Department (JPJ) at a stipulated price," he told reporters after launching the
MCY 2014 at SIRIM headquarters here Thursday.

He said the number plates would only be issued this year as Mosti had no plan to
continue issuing the plates after MCY 2014.

Meanwhile, Ewon said Mosti had set a target to commercialise at least 60 of its
research and development (R&D) products each year.

With the target, he said the ministry was confident that over 360 innovative local
products from various industries would be produced by 2020.

"Prior to this, we only aimed at commercialising 20 products each year, but by declaring

the year 2014 as the Mosti Commercialisation Year, we hope the number will increase
to 60," he said.

-- BERNAMA
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MOSTI to push for commercialisation in
2014

SHAH ALAM (Jan 23): This year, it is all about commercialisation for the Ministry of
Science, Technology and Innovation (Mosti).

Launching the Mosti Commercialisation Year (MCY) 2014 today, its minister Datuk Dr
Ewon Ebin announced nine fresh initiatives that will act as a framework to boost
commercialisation activities.

He said MCY targets at increasing the country’s commercialisation activities, covering three
main components, namely technology commercialisation platform (TCP), information services
and promotion.

With such focus, he said, it could help boost Malaysia’s current commercialisation rate of 8%.

“We are expecting 60 products yearly, minimum. (And) We are expecting the commercialisation
rate to go between 10% to 15% per year,” he added.

During the period of the Ninth and Tenth Malaysia Plans, the government has allocated around
RM4.8 for research and development.

Of this, some 8,000 research projects were approved and they had successfully generated
around RM5.12 billion.

Deputy Minister Datuk Dr Abu Bakar Mohamad Diah explained that the target was reasonable
for Malaysia and the ministry expects such products to come out from their flagship sectors such
as healthcare, biotechnology, food and energy.

“In a developed nation, the commercialisation rate is usually almost 10%. So, we expect from
this commercialisation year, if we could increase from 10% to 15%, it is good. It cannot be at a
bigger margin, it’s illogical,” he said.



Hoping to kick-start promotional activities for this year's MCY, the ministry is planning an effort
on promotional car plate numbers of ‘1MCY’ which will be using GPS and reflective decals.

At the event today, three companies — Promise Earth (M) Sdn Bhd, Waltex Biotech Laboratories
Sdn Bhd and Green World Genetics (GWG) Sdn Bhd - received the Biotechnology
Commercialisation Fund (BCF) worth RM3 million each.

GWG produces high quality tropical seeds, Promise Earth produces compost made out of food
waste while Waltex Biotech Laboratories produce high quality orchids using tissue culture.
Currently, all three companies had managed to market their product locally while GWG
managed to break into the international market.

All three recipients hold BioNexus status given by BiotechCorp, an agency within the purview of
Mosti that acts as the ‘chief driver’ to develop companies undertaking biotechnology activities in
the country.

Meanwhile, BioNexus Development Division manager Mohd Azad Mohd Azzam said difficulty in
accessing funds is one of the main problems faced by the 229 BioNexus status companies under

its wing.

He said although the agency has its own commercialisation fund, it will assist those companies
in obtaining funding through other channels, such as the BCF awarded this morning.

Congratulating the recipients, he assured that the agency will continue to support and develop
biotech endeavours in the country.

“We will definitely help all our companies, we don’t pick and choose,” he added.



KERATAN AKHBAR
ASTRO AWANI.COM_ENGLISH
TARIKH : 24 JANUARI 2014 (JUMAAT)

astro

AWANI

Special 1MCY plate number for Commercialisation Year

SHAH ALAM: The Ministry of science,
Technology and Innovation (MOSTI) will
issue special motor vehicle number plates
promote Mosti Commercialisation Year

(MCY) 2014.

Its minister, Datuk Dr Ewon Ebin, said a total
of 370 units of the special number plates
would be issued once the Cabinet's approval
was obtained.

Ministry of Science, Technology and Innovation ) _
(MOSTI) minister Datuk Dr Ewon Ebin (centre) "The numbers on each special plate will be

holds the vehicles plate number with special preceded by 'IMCY". It also uses a global

f . ~BERNAMApi
barre pix positioning system and light refractor

material. However, MOSTI is still waiting for approval from the Cabinet to issue this
special plate.

"Once approved, vehicle owners can start buying the special number plates at the Road
Transport Department (JPJ) at a stipulated price," he told reporters after launching the
MCY 2014 at Sirim headquarters here Thursday.

He said the number plates would only be issued this year as Mosti had no plan to
continue issuing the plates after MCY 2014.

Meanwhile, Ewon said Mosti had set a target to commercialise at least 60 of its
research and development (R&D) products each year.

With the target, he said the ministry was confident that over 360 innovative local
products from various industries would be produced by 2020.

"Prior to this, we only aimed at commercialising 20 products each year, but by declaring
the year 2014 as the Mosti Commercialisation Year, we hope the number will increase
to 60," he said.

Story first published on: January 24, 2014 07:30 (MYT)
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Vehicle plates with GPS technology on market soon

By Eunice Au | euniceau@nst.com.my

SHAH ALAM: Special issue vehicle registration plates equipped with global positioning
system (GPS) technology will be on the market soon, Science, Technology and Innovation
(MOSTI) Minister Datuk Dr Ewon Ebin announced yesterday.

A total of 370 such plates beginning with the characters "1MCY", will be available for
purchase through the Road Transport Department (JPJ) after an official launch.

He said the unique plates were part of an initiative to promote MOSTI's
Commercialisation Year (MCY) 2014 and would improve the safety aspect of vehicles.

"The number plates which are developed by Technology Park Malaysia Malaysia, will
also be equipped with reflective decals technology," he told reporters after launching the
MCY 2014 at SIRIM Bhd Auditorium, Section 2, here, yesterday.

Besides the licence plates he also revealed eight other MCY 2014 initiatives to
encourage the commercialisation of products developed through research and
development (R&D).

“The first four initiatives will be focused on preparing a technology commercialisation
platform to shift products from its pre-commercialisation stage to the market more
quickly and efficiently," he said.

The four include capacity-building and product development programmes for
entrepreneurs as well as access to market and infrastructure facilities.

Ewon said the ministry will also set up an R&D information portal and directory to gather
information on potential products and as a reference for investors, the industry and
other researchers.

He added that an R&D gallery to display award-winning innovative product will be set up
as well as a "Techshoppe" to sell such goods.

"Hopefully, these initiatives will encourage other local researches to improve the quality
of their work," he said.

The ministry is aiming to help commercialise at least 60 R&D products a year.

Also present were MOSTI deputy minister Datuk Dr Abu Bakar Mohammad Diah and
deputy secretary-general (policy) Datuk Dr Mohd Azhar Yahaya.
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Mosti to push for commercialisation in 2014

SHAH ALAM (Jan 23): This year, it is all about commercialisation for the Ministry of Science,
Technology and Innovation (Mosti).

Launching the Mosti Commercialisation Year (MCY) 2014 today, its minister Datuk Dr Ewon Ebin
announced nine fresh initiatives that will act as a framework to boost commercialisation activities.

He said MCY targets at increasing the country’'s commercialisation activities, covering three main
components, namely technology commercialisation platform (TCP),information services and promotion.

With such focus, he said, it could help boost Malaysia’s current commercialisation rate of 8%.

“We are expecting 60 products yearly, minimum. (And) We are expecting the commercialisation rate to go
between 10% to 15% per year,” he added.

During the period of the Ninth and Tenth Malaysia Plans, the government has allocated around RM4.8 for
research and development.

Of this, some 8,000 research projects were approved and they had successfully generated around RM5.12
billion.

Deputy Minister Datuk Dr Abu Bakar Mohamad Diah explained that the target was reasonable for Malaysia
and the ministry expects such products to come out from their flagship sectors such as healthcare,
biotechnology, food and energy.



“In a developed nation, the commercialisation rate is usually almost 10%. So, we expect from this
commercialisation year, if we could increase from 10% to 15%, it is good. It cannot be at a bigger margin
it's illogical,” he said.

Hoping to kick-start promotional activities for this year's MCY, the ministry is planning an effort on
promotional car plate numbers of “1MCY’ which will be using GPS and reflective decals.

At the event today, three companies — Promise Earth (M) Sdn Bhd, Waltex Biotech Laboratories Sdn Bhd
and Green World Genetics (GWG) Sdn Bhd - received the Biotechnology Commercialisation Fund (BCF)
worth RM3 million each.

GWG produces high quality tropical seeds, Promise Earth produces compost made out of food waste while
Waltex Biotech Laboratories produce high quality orchids using tissue culture.

Currently, all three companies had managed to market their product locally while GWG managed to break
into the international market.

All three recipients hold BioNexus status given by BiotechCorp, an agency within the purview of Mosti that
acts as the ‘chief driver to develop companies undertaking biotechnology activities in the country.

Meanwhile, BioNexus Development Division manager Mohd Azad Mohd Azzam said difficulty in accessing
funds is one of the main problems faced by the 229 BioNexus status companies under its wing.

He said although the agency has its own commercialisation fund, it will assist those companies in obtaining
funding through other channels, such as the BCF awarded this moming.

Congratulating the recipients, he assured that the agency will continue to support and develop biotech
endeavours in the country.

“We will definitely help all our companies, we don't pick and choose,” he added.

Read more: http://www.fz.com/content/mosti-push-commercialisation-2014#ixzz2rHDMIE Xo
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SUHU SEJUK

Oteh Mohd Mor Asri Yaacob
dan Rohasda Omar
am@mediaprima commy
Kuals Krad

“ ctika tengah
K hari pun air
paip sejuk ma

cam air batu, apatah lagi
wakiu pagi Sava terpaksa
merebus satu periuk  besar
air untuk anak mandi pada
wakiu pagi

“Anak balik sekolah pada
waktu tengah hari pun tak
nak mandi sebab air masih
sejuk.” Kkata suri rumah
Rosmanita Zainal Abidin, 42,
dari Kampung Sungai Dala,
Jalan Tualang. dekat sind, se
malam

Rosmanita berkata demi
kian mengulas perubahan
suhu di Kuala Krai vang di
laporkan menurun sehingga
17 darjah Celsius, kelmarin

Keadaan wrut tidak ber
ubah semalam apabila laman
webh  jabatan  Meteorologl
memaparkan subu - mini
mum di daerah itu adalah

Kuala Krai

17 5 danjah Celcius manakala
suhu maksimumnya 30.1
darjah Celsius

Menurut Rosmanita, cuaca
sejuk tu berlaku scjak se
minggu lalu dan dia menga
kui ia satu pengalaman baru

‘Siang sejuk, malam la
gilah sejuk Setakat selimut
biasa memang tak memadai,
kena pakai selimut rebal dan
kadang kala kena guna dua
helal seliman tebal sebab se
juk sampai ke ulang” ka
lanya

Katanya, suaminva, R Az
mi Jaafar, 48, vang meng
hidap angin ahmar sejak
juh bulan lalu terpaksa di
pakaikan dua helai baju se
lain menyelimutkannva de
ngan dua selimut tebal bagi
mengelak dia kesejukan se
lain bimbang boleh menje
jaskan kesithatannya

Seorang lagi  penduduk
Mohamed Mustapha Baha
rum, 62, berkata, cuaca sejuk
kebelakangan ini membuat
kan dia mengurangkan ak
tivitl luar terutama pada se
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AIR PAIP MAC

M Kuala Krai catat suhu paling dingin 17.5 darjah Celsius

belah pagi

“Sebelum inl saya suka
berjalan mengelilingi kam
pung pada sebelah pagl, tapi
dalam cuaca sejuk begini,
sava lebih rela duduk dalam
rumah

“Bukan setakat pagl, pada
jam 5 petang pun scjuk
kata Mohamed yang kedia
mannya berhampiran Sungai
Kelanian

Sementara itu, daerah Ko
ta Bharu turut menyaksikan
fenomena cuaca sejuk teru
tama apabila angin bertiup

Berdasarkan laman web
Jabatan Meteorologi, subu
minimum di dacrah ini ialah
20.2 darjah Celsius, mana
kala maksimum 28 2 darjah
Celsius, semalam

Penolong Pengurus Ama
nah Ikhtiar Malaysia Cawa
ngan Kota Bharu, Mohd Zakri
Abd Halim, 46, berkata, per
ubahan ketara dapat dira
sainya terutama pada wakiu
petang

‘Kalau dulu pada waktu
petang masih terasa panas,

Sandakan

22.6'<

22 0114 R

Kota Kinabalu

22.6'¢

£2.01.14 Rabw

»

tapi sckarang perbezaan da
pat dirasal kerana angin ber
tiup lebih sejuk dan terasa
lebih segar ketika pulang be
kerja
“Mungkin juga cuaca sejuk
sekarang berlaku kerana ke
san musim banjir bulan lalu
tetapi saya lebih suka kea -
daan begini berterusan ke A
rana berasa segar sepanjang STATE
masa,” katanya dari Bunut .
Susu, Pasir Mas
Pekerja kedal makan, Nu
rul Izaty Asmat Muhammad
19, pula berkata, cuaca sejuk
di negara ini vang menjadi
topik perbualan di laman so
sial Facebook dapat dirasai
nya sendiri
“Penurunan suhu di ne
gara kita menjadi perbualan
di Facebook. malah pelang
gan yvang datang ke gerai
makan tempat saya bekerja
turut  bercerita mengenal
cuaca sejuk yang berlaku
“Bagaimanapun. apa vang
saya lihat ia belum sampai ke
tahap perlu memakai baju
tebal.” katanya



KERATAN AKHBAR
HARIAN METRO (SETEMPAT) : MUKA SURAT 11
TARIKH : 24 JANUARI 2014 (JUMAAT)

‘Angin Siberia’ berterusan

hingga minggu depan

Keota Kinababs Pcriembu
ngan angin sejuk dikenali se
bagai ‘Angin Siberia’ menye
babkan negeri inl mengalami
suhu antara 20 dan 27 darjah
Celsius yang dijangka ber
terusan hingga minggu de
pan

Pengarah Jabatan Meteo
rologi Sabah Abdul Malek
Tusin berkata, negeri ltu me
nerima tempias daripada fe
nomena itu selain faktor hu
jan menvebabkan negeri itu
mengalami  penurunan su
hu

Cuaca dingin dialami ne
gern ind sebenarnya bukanlah
satu fenomena luar biasa ke
rana ia pernah berlaku se
belum ini

Cuma, keadaan cuaca se
perti ini tidak berlaku setiap
tahun, manakala bacaan 20
hingga 27 darjah Celsius bu
kanlah suhu normal di Sa
bah.,” katanya ketika dihu
bungi, semalam

Beliau berkata, suhu di ne
gori ini lazimnya dicatatkan
sekitar 24 hingga 13 dar
jah Celsius dan

[T T T

Monsun

Timur Laut
yvang berlaku
sehingga Mac juga
menyebabkan
hujan lebat yang
menambahkan lagi
‘kedinginan’ suhu
di negeri ini”
Abdul Malek Tusin
rendah dicatatkan adalah 20
darjah Celsius

Dilahamkan. sciak feno

mena cuaca itu berlaku ki
ra-kira lima hari lalu, daerah
Keningau mencatatkan suhu
terendah faitu 17 darjah Cel
sius  berbanding

Kundasang (20 —

darjah Cel
shus)

Mengenal suhu di puncak
Gunung Kinabalu, Abdul
Malek berkata, setakat ind,
belum ada rekod dicatatkan
tetapl dijangka lebih sejuk
mencecah bawah 15 darjah
Celsius

“Monsun  Timur Lawt
vang berlaku sehingga
Mac juga menyebab
kan hujan lebat yang
menambahkan  lagl
‘kedinginan’ subu di
negerl ind,” katanva

Sementara itu, su
hu di sekitar handar
raya ini pada jam 1
tengah hari semalam
mencatatkan  bacaan
serendah 24 dar
jah Celsius

GRAFIK HARIAN METRO FAMMY HASHIM

.r" p bajy tebal ketdn ot
- i . . angh di Koto Kinabok,, semmcior

suhu paling

- e
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Met Department:
Colder days ahea

DRASTIC WEATHER
CHANGE: Condition
caused by dry
winds from China

KUALA LUMPUR

HE country is experiencing
record low temperatures in
several areas, with meteoro-

logical experts forecasting colder
days ahead. Kuala Krai in Kelantan
broke the record yesterday with its
temperature dropping signific-
antly from the 32°C recorded on
Jan 7, to 17.2°C on Wednesday. It
was 17.5°C yesterday.

Several countries in the region
are also getting increasingly colder
with northern Vietnam snowing
last month and Thailand's capital,
Bangkok, hitting 15°C. The Malay
sian Meteorological Department
(MMD) is expecting this drastic
weather change, attributed to cold
Iry winds from China which is cur
rently experiencing winter, to
gradually pass on sometime next
month.

Irs central forecast division dir
ector, Muhammad Helmi Abdul
lah, poured cold water on specu
lations that it could snow in Malay
sia. a nation that sits on the equat
or.

“The months of January and Feb
ruary will usually record the lowest
temperatures in the country every
year because of the cold and dry air
from the Northeast monsoon

“However, over the last few days
the temperatures recorded were
below the average minimum tem
perature we had recorded in the
past,” he told the New Straits Times
yesterday. adding that the huge
drop in temperature was especially
significant in some areas of the east
coast and the north

The department has also attrib
uted the dip in temperature to the
cloudless nights in recent days,
which, otherwise, would serve to
trap heat on the ground.

In Perfls. MMD's weather station
in Chuping recorded the temper-
ature in the district at 32°C on Wed
nesday. It recorded a 10°C drop ves
terday

The state, known as the hottest
spot in the country where temper
ature can soar to 40°C, is expected
to get colder in the next few days

Earlier this month, the state re
corded a temperature of 19.8°C.
However, its record of 17.8°C was on
Feb 26, 1994,

(From left) Muhd Amer Haikal Razali, Nur Aisyah Umairah dan Nur

Shafigah Muhammad of Kampung Tualang. Kuala Krai, wearing
sweaters and jackets yesterday. Pic by Rohaida Omar

Drastic plunges in temperature
within several hours were also re
corded in Alor Star, Kedah and Be
sut in Terengganu.

Just on Wednesday, the temper
ature in Alor Star was 32°C. Yester
day, it dipped to 22°C.

Besut's temperature two days
ago was 22°C. It was 30°C on Jan 7.

The department has cautioned
those staying in areas, which are
experiencing sudden dips in tem
peratures, 10 take precautionary
measures (o keep their health in
check.

From observation, those staying
in the affected areas were mostly
wrapped in thicker clothing.

In Kuala Kral, locals wore socks at
home and extra layers of clothing
to stave off the cold.

T'heir blankets were also stored
away as they had to rely on duvets
to keep themselves warm at
night

Villager Rosmanita Zainal Abid
in, 42, from Kampung Sungai Dala
in Jalan Tualang here, said she had
been boiling large pots of water
every morning to bathe her chil-
dren

“Water from the tap has become
too cold for bathing.

“Even during mid-day, water
from the pipes feels like it is com
ing from the fridge.”

Mohamed Mustapha Baharum,
62, said he had stopped his regular
moming walk as it was too cold.

“Now, | prefer to snuggle under
the blanket as it is too cold outside
not only in the morning but also in
the late afternoon and night.”

In Araw, food stall operators Mo
hd Suhail Safini, 18, and Sharul
Azuan Kamarol, 28, said as the
state experienced low temperat
ures especially at night, it would be
too chilly to wear just a T-shirt

The hawkers, who were wearing

jackets while attending to custom
ers, were not complaining as their
income had spiked in recent days.

“People tend to get hungry faster
and eat more during cold weath
er

Meanwhile, Perlis Menteri Besar
Azlan Man, when contacted yester
day, said the change in weather
would not effect the state’s signa
ture export — the Harumanis man
goes.

“The change in weather has not
affected the Harumanis industry

“We are lucky that this is happen
ing after the flowering period and
that there is no heavy and consist
ent rain, as that would have af
fected it.

“Right now, 90 per cent of the
mangoes are ready for harvest and
this should augur well for the im
pending Harumanis Festival,
which Is a tourist attraction,” he
said, adding that Perlis would be
able 1o sustain its 10-tonne export
of the fruit to Japan and Singa-
pore.

Across the South China Sea in
Kota Kinabalu, a temperature of
22.1°C was recorded yesterday.

The temperature here is expec-
ted to be between 20°C and 27°C
until next week.

Keningau had recorded 17°C,
even lower than Kundasang's high-
land temperature of 20°C.

It has been 19°C for Ranau since
last week.

“The highlands will be colder
and it is not iImpossible for Mount
Kinabalu to reach 15°C." said state
MMD director Abdul Malik
Tussin

The department also said the
video of snow falling in Indonesia
was fake.

“Snow only happens in places
with moderate climate and regions
with four seasons.”

Maximum and minimum temperatures at
meteorological stations in January 2014

Kota Kinabalu, Sabah

Alor Setar, Kedah
a2C

Jan 23 22°¢C

Weather

yesterday.

Kuala Krai

Bangkok, Thailand

Kualo Krai, Kelontan

Jan7 32°C

17.2°C

Besut (Cong Kedak),
Terengganu
30°C

of the weather reading in Kuala Kral, Kelantan,



Utara

» Angin Monsun
Timur Laut

bawa kedinginan,

suhu di Malaysia
turun sehingga
4 darjah Celsius
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® Kuala Lumpur

uaca sejuk yang dialami rakyat

Malaysia terutama waktu

'malam sejak kebelakangan ini,
adalah tempias cuaca sejuk melam-
pau dari negara di hemisfera utara
vang dibawa tiupan Monsun Timur
Laut.

Angin monsun itu membawa ke-
dinginan dari China, Siberia, Russia,
Jepun, Kazakhstan dan Korea Sela-
tan, yang kini menempuh musim
sejuk di bawah bacaan suhu terendah
sehingga -5 darjah Celsius.

Tiupan angin pada kelajuan
antara 50 hingga 60 kilometer sejam
itu, menyebabkan beberapa kawasan
di j mengalami penuru-
nan suhu antara satu hingga empat
darjah.

Suhu semakin rendah
Kawasan Kuala Krai di Kelantan,
yang pernah merekodkan suhu di-
ngin serendah 16.2 darjah Celsius
pada 1993, kini mencatatkan 17 dar-
Jjah Celsius pada waktu malam
Cameron Highlands yang diang-
gap hilang kedinginan berikutan

krtunmankqmlanmnwm
nyebabkan suhu rendah dan menja-

5 petang, sebelum semakin dlnsm
waktu malam yang ditambah dengan
tiupan angin.

“Kelajuan tiupan angin yang ber-
tambah dan tiada kepulan awan di
langit pada waktu malam, mem-
buatkan subu di kawasan terbabit
terus menurun,” katanya kepada BH,
semalam.

yang dialami kttilu ini dijangka
berakhir dua minggu lagi susulan
maonsun.
Fummuulhnhﬂlkhlrm&
bila tiba musim peralihan
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Suhu sejuk
mula melanda

negara

» Penduduk
Pantai Timur,
Utara alami
cuaca luar biasa
sejak minggu lalu

tahun, suhu jajahan lerbalai:
kembali panas, selepas i
landa banjir baru-baru ini.

Surirumah dari Kampung Su-
ngai Dala, Rosmanita Zainal Abi-

terpaksa
periuk besar air untuk kegunaan

anaknya mandi sebelum ke se-
kolah.

Jerang air panas
“Biasanya, anak saya mandi air S5

paip pada waktu
salah. Namun,
hari pun air paip ma.nh tema
sejuk seperti dicampur ais, mem-
buatkan anak yang baru balik
sekolah enggan mandi.

“Suasana dalam rumah pada
waktu malam juga terasa bagai-

unpcml-

Jenuwa menunjukkan deta suhu yang dicatatkan di Terengganu.

lu menghidupkan kipas kerana
keadaan terasa seperti menggu-
nakan pendingin hawa

Pakai stokin, s
masa berjalan
dalam rumah pun u mema-

rasa sejuk” kata-

nya.
Sementara itu, suhu serendah
17 darjah celsius sekitar Kuala

Krai, Kelantan dan 19 darjah di
Besut, disifatkan tahap paling se-

[

ling minimum sebelum ini 23

Rosmanita Zainal Abidin
- juk pemah direkodkan di Pantai darjah Celsius.

Di Sabah, Pengarah Meteor-
nya, Abdul Malek Tusin, ber-
kata fenomena cuaca sejuk sejak
lima hari lalu menyaksikan Ke-
ningau mencatat suhu terendah
17 darjah Celsius, lebih rendah

Rohaida Mohamed
sang pada tahap 20 darjah Cel
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Cooler days ahead in M’sia

Many part of the country to experience cold north- easterly wind

i ot el \linimum temperatures in selected areas
cold north-easterly wind forecast to [ - T
continue for the next few weeks.
Many parts of the east coast and
northern and central regions are
experiencing cold weather because
of ng to the

ia
5

'S

towns like

Subang ]aya. " Kinabalu,
Kota Baru, Kuantan and

xperiencing tem-
pemun'es below 25°C similar to
conditions in Cameron Highlands

WMmm&a

temperature of 172°C - the lowest
for a lowland area.
Fm]anlmz.melwmtrecord-
ed temperatures were 21°C for
Kuantan, 22.1°C for Kota Kinabalu,
23.6°C for Petaling Jaya, 23°C foi'
KotaBaruandZZ"Cfor Kuchmg.Alor

~ ~N

;

T
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Accordmgmﬁlul.tﬁedlpmtem ‘to time. Such low
peratures is due to the cold north- recordings are usual and have hap-  weather right now. :
easterly winds, and this is not the penedmanytimesdmingﬂﬁsea— “Also, good weather and non-
first time that such a drop has son. cloudy conditions in Malaysia this
occurred. ~ “The north-easterly wind which is weekhelped redmethetnmpum_

mms y morning and nigl
- without clouds is
similartoasimationwherethereis
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